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Between 1891 and 1904, Sasun and its inhabitants came to occupy a
central position in the articulation of Ottoman policies of ethnic exclusi
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A s s e discussed the indirect influence of
government policy in exacerbating the scale of the violence.* Nevertheless,
the singular focus on that episode of mass violence needs to be supplemented
with studies which outline the dynamic processes by which a combination of
Hamidian policy, Great Power posturing, Armenian revolutionary agitation,
and the initiatives of local actors transformed ethno-confessional hierarchies
over the course of the reign of Sultan Abdiilhamid I1.”

‘At the turn of the twentieth century Sasun became one of the most
important testing grounds and showcases for Ottoman policy regarding
Armenians. W= S W o S gy S S—
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As imperial attention focused on Sasun, the material circumstances and
hierarchies of exploitation in the region disappeared from official accounts. It
was replaced by a simple narrative of increasing Armenian aggression against
innocent Muslims. Despite evidence of extensive looting by the pastoralists,
which was provided by two officers on the ground,” for example, the affair
was reframed as a violent episode of Armenian aggression. Over the course
of the next year, the designations of ‘evildoer’ (miifsid, fasid, fesede (pl.)) and
rebel (saki, eskiya (pl.)) were extended from the small band of revolutionaries

to the entire Armenian male population of Sasun capable of bearing arms.*
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By the turn of the century, Sasun had become an important node in the
network of revolutionary bands in a larger geography, which encompassed the
Mus plain, the towns of Mus and Bitlis, and the districts of Ahlat and Kulp.
Revolutionaries continued to assist Armenian peasants and organise targeted
attacks against government officials, Muslim lords, whom they accused of
oppressing the peasantry, and Armenian informers, whom they accused of
cooperating with the Ottoman government. Their actions influenced the
political atmosphere of the entire region. Raids by revolutionary bands under
the leadership of Serob Vartanian, and the imperial troops’ search for them

heightened tensions in towns like Mus and Bitlis.™

What the government viewed as a definitive victory over the
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revolutionaries — much as they had done at the conclusion of the massacre
in 1894 — would be a turning point in the escalation of internecine violence
among Muslims and Armenians in the region, and the participation of the
government in the further marginalisation of Sasun Armenians.

W Sy c— . S S — gy——— .
P G - gy —— g .+ g
B g~ O —— — g * g—— —
L I T —
Gt . s e — o — o ———
W e it - e Bt s g = P g
s St c— ) Py V- — — o ——
g— o — b W ot —
. B — s N S—

T - —— - o G A T
S - o m—— e e dg—
— - Ot | . W i M et i
B e o @ - — ———— - — - _— O
i ——— — — — ——
R @ o —— - — . —
B .
S e S— W — . — A — —
. O — — e g— T — Vg —
. —— . e @ — . ——
S e W M —— s o — o — ¢ ——
D e . ——— A o S g s w

W ¢ s . — | S—— e 8 —
- ———

| emgp— " ot t—— | T s M
P — O e Vo w—— V- —
- C— . ——— A - T —

e




