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For centuries Zeitun, under the rule of four barons, or
ishkhans, successfully maintained its semi-independence.
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S e D S Since Zeitun still
remained semi-independent, it was probably considered
a suitable center for political agitation by the Armenian
intellectuals of Constantinople and Russian Transcaucasia.
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- W g @ W . Levon re-
mained in the area four months and made preparations for
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presenting a petition to Napoleon III in which he re-
quested that the French emperor pressure the Turkish gov-
ernment into granting independence to Zeitun and ap-
pointing an Armenian prince as ruler. The petition stated
that the Zeitunlis were ready for independence and had
70,000 men who could bear arms.
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