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pastures in Sasun quickly became a source of dispute berween Armenian
peasants and Kurdish pastoralists. " S s e
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the inhabitants — Muslim and Armenian alike — possessed firearms, disputes
over the use of pastures escalated to armed clashes. o i e
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Sasun was also one of the first regions in which Armenian revolutionar-
ies sought to organise in large numbers. Its location in mountainous terrain
afforded valuable shelter to small armed bands, while allowing access to the
Mus plain and the town when they needed. The relative scarcity of gen-
darmes and soldiers in the region also drew the interest of early revolutionary
organisers. Perhaps more important than both, however, was the established
prevalence of the possession and utilisation of firearms among the peasants
of the region. The Armenians of Sasun were known to have clashed with
pastoralist Kurds over access to their pastures, and participated in the inter-
tribal disputes of their Muslim lords and neighbours. Many revolutionaries
viewed the presence of such a martial culture among Armenian peasants as a
blessing and an opportunity: the extant truculence and experience were to be
refocused and redirected against the state.
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