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s s e thie mann ageney of Buvopean financial control was
the PDA. This consisted of a seven-man council composed of the represen-
tatives of the main groups of bondholders (British, Dutch, French,
German, Austro-Hungarian, Italian and local Ottoman) plus a member
nominated by the Imperial Ottoman Bank, assisted by a large staff of
permanent administrators and officials.” Presidency of the council al-
ternated between a Frenchman and a Briton, on the grounds that these
were the countries with the greatest interest in the proper management of
the debr." Its semi-official role as an agency of European control was
further reinforced by the fact that most members of the council were
appointed with the acuve, though usually covert, support of their respective
national governments.!” Ml die Ohsmnas geessnsss Sl & s s
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of the century, it had spread itself out into 720 separate tax-collecting
offices all over the Empire, s sl s i ssanageass of sses W b
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