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In summer 1895, the Ottoman government found itself in a precarious posi-
tion regarding the question of Armenian reforms. It had failed to pacity
diplomatic pressures regarding the recent massacre of Sasun Armenians.
Moreover, the Great Powers had presented the Porte with a reform plan in
May. The Hunchakian Party organised a demonstration in the imperial capi-
tal at the end of September to protest the government’s reluctance to imple-
ment the plan, during which several revolutionaries and policemen were
killed. In October, Abdiilhamid Il announced his intention to implement the
aforementioned reforms.®

The empire-wide wave of anti-Armenian violence that which followed
this announcement has been the subject of numerous studies.”” Between
autumn 1895 and early 1897, mobs, gendarmes and armed militias killed
and wounded thousands of Ottoman Armenians in pogroms and massacres.
Armenian property was looted and expropriated. In the countryside, many

Armenians were forced to convert to Islam.®

e

When the wave of anti-Armenian violence hit the province
of Bitlis in autumn 1895 shortly after the announcement of the sultan’s
retorm plan, the tide began to turn against the Sasun Armenians once again.
Resembling many other pogroms during the Hamidian massacres, a Muslim

mob attacked Armenian shops and homes after the Friday prayer in Bitlis
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in late October. Hundreds of Armenians were killed, while others were left

destitute as a result of the attack. 66

It was within this atmosphere of international and imperial neglect that
Armenian revolutionaries resumed their efforts to arm Armenian peasants
in Sasun, and turn them against the Ottoman government, while assisting
them in their disputes with sedentary and pastoralist Muslims. The massacre
of Sasun Armenians by the army, and government officials’ obvious partiality
motivated many local Armenians to join armed bands under the leadership of
revolutionary leaders such as Serob Vartanian, Andranig Ozanian, Armenak
Ghazarian and others. Lillie dhe sl Saas of sl s -
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