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Imperial Russian interests
and the Armenian Question
during 1914—16
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“% o % s o VVith the outbreak of the First World
War, Russia found herself in a position where she could finally realise
her cherished territorial ambitions. Her strategic interests in the Otto-
man Empire hinged on two specific military targets: command of the
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Black Sea, with a minimum goal of defending Russia’s coasts and a
maximum of seizure of the Straits, and the annexation of parts of
Turkish Armenia which were of strategic importance, such as Tre-
bizond, Erzerum, Bitlis and Van.
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