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Abstract

This article investigates one of the most tragic episodes of Soviet history: the collect-
ivization campaign of 1929-30, when the Soviet state’s brutal assault on the peasantry
plunged the whole country into chaos and provoked large scale rebellions. Resistance
was especially fierce in the Muslim dominated parts of the North Caucasus, a notori-
ously troubled region where Soviet structures were still very weak, and the social
cohesion of mountain communities strong. Ultimately, the Red Army and the armed
forces of the secret police crushed these rebellions ruthlessly. Yet in Chechnya,
Ingushetia, Karachai and parts of Dagestan, they were at least sufficiently violent for
the Soviet leadership to decide to suspend their collectivization attempt altogether until
the mid-1930s. This is the first study to analyse collectivization in the non-Russian areas
of the North Caucasus based on material from Russian archives as well as published
document collections containing Soviet secret police reports.
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In mid-November of 1929, the Bolshevik leadership approved the program of ‘total
collectivization’ (sploshchnaia kollektivizatsia). This marked the beginning of the
state’s frontal assault on the agrarian economic system and way of life across
the entire country. The village in 1ts traditional form was to be abolished. The village
assemblies with their councils of elders were banned. Peasants were to become pro-
letarians. to be drafted en masse for work in the kolkhoz, the collective farm. At the
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~  The Bolsheviks regarded the traditional peasant as an adver-
sary which had to be eliminated sooner or later in order to build socialism. Against
the chaos of the Civil War which followed the Bolshevik revolution of 1917, Lenin
had occasionally advised a cautious approach. Yet by the end of the 1920s, the
Soviet party leadership under losif V. Stalin ran out of patience. If the Soviet
Union was to finally take the leap from an agricultural country to a modern
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industrialized economy, it was time the Bolshevik state took up the war with the
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