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Collectivization ®

Campaign

Jeronim Perovic
University of Zurich, Switzerland

In mid-November of 1929, the Bolshevik leadership approved the program of ‘total
collectivization’ (sploshchnaia kollektivizatsia). This marked the beginning of the
state’s frontal assault on the agrarian economic system and way of life across
the entire country. The village 1n 1ts traditional form was to be abolished. The village
assemblies with their councils of elders were banned. Peasants were to become pro-
letarians, to be drafted en masse for work 1n the kolkhoz, the collective farm.



