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Archbishop Khoren Muradbekyan held the position of Deputy Catholicos of
All Armenians and the presiding member of the Supreme Spiritual Council untl
1932 when he was elected Catholicos of All Armenians. During that period, the
violence perpetrated by the Soviel authorities against the Armenian Apostolic
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Hayrapetyan K.
Church and its ministers increased. Church selzures and repression of the clergy
were becoming more and more widespread.

Due to the desperate situation, Archbishop Khoren regularly addressed
T — T — 0 — W — -
T — 0 —— N — - —_—
- e e S G —
| —

Despite the exerted best efforts and zeal, very few churches reopened, most

remained closed, and the policy of repression against priests continued.
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Adhering to his title of a clergyman, Archbishop Khoren continued to fight by
all possible means t find a way beyond the existing barrier between the church
and the state. it should be noted that in those years the church and its ministers
were humiliated not only by the authorities, but also by the press in the Diaspora
and Soviet Armenia, which further alienated the state from the Armendan
Apostofic Church, provided that the latter had already become a “thorn in the
flesh for the state™ Thus, for example, in 1926, Atrpet™ published an articke in
the Thilissi newspaper “Martakoch™ with the headline “Intolerable”™, in which he
accused the Catholicos of Al Armenians and the members of the Supreme
Spiritual Council of leating and illegally selling national antiquities™ . In particular,
it referred to the gold coins of Tigran the Great, the eastern tapestry-curtain and
thee Catholicos’ pearl erown, which were allegedly taken out of the treasury of the
Mother See and sold to foresgners.
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The clergymen of the Armenian Apostolic Church found themsehies in a
hopeless situation. On the one hand, the persecution and repression by the
authorities, an the other hand, the disturbing articles of the Armenlan press in the
Diaspora seemed o once again give reason o believe that the church, by
overestimating its importance in the fate of the Armenian people, was trying to
undermine the reputation of the Soviet authorities in the Diaspora.

Based on the demand of the created situation and through the mediation of
Archiishop Khoren, Catholicos of All Armenians George V. on the eve of the
October Revolution on November 17, 1927, addressed all Armenians with an
encyclical to call for solidarity, unity and assistance to Sowiet Armenia™.
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In 1925, the authorities formed the Union of Atheists (renamed into the
Union of Fighting Atheists (UFA) in 1929)*°. The main goal of the union was to
engage N athelstic education of the people, which intensified the policy of
intolerance towards the church and religion.

The officlal newspaper “Atheist™, published since 1928, was filled with anti-
religious, antl-church propaganda and cartoons of the clergy. The culmination of
the athefsts” actions was the mass closure of churches and turning them into clubs
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S e e churches were closed en masse, clergy were
arrested and intimidated.

In general, in 1920-1930, about 40 clergy were arrested, 12 of whom were
released, 3 were shot, and 1 - Yeznik Vardapet Vardanyan was strangled™. As for
the condition of churches in Soviet Armenla, as of December 31, 1929, according
to the last letter of the Catholicos of All Armenians George V to the authorities, 25
out of 31 churches in Daralagyaz were closed, B - reopened in a state of ruin, 26
churches were closed in Lorl Pambak, 33 - in ljevan and 15 - in Zangezur®'.
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