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W hether by d.e:ign ar caoincidence remains unclear,
bt twenty days after the assassinasion of Khanjian, a
new campaign of repressions was announced. On July
. 19%6, the Central Commiteee of the Commuonist
Party sent all republican and other major party organi-
zavions a “Closed letzer d:sl:ri]':i:ng the terrorist activities
of the Trowsky-Zinoviev counter-revolutionary block™;
the letter listed the “crinies™ of the group and demanded
efforts to strengehen the Bght againse any kind of anti-
Soviet clements in order o identify hidden enemies
in state and party bodies. The new Armenian govern-
ment reacted immediately. An “Informational Letver”
addressed o the Head of the Diepartmen of the ]_ﬂding
Party Ogans of the Central Committee of the CPSU by
Ceorgi Malenkov and the Zakkraykom Secretary of Ser-
gev Kudryaviser explained in detail the work dane o
identify the “enemies” in Armenia, even listing the anes
whao had been defeared. Vet chis leceer did not impress ins
invended audience since it listed only three senior ofb-
cials—rhe ahove mentioned A. Stepanian, Dirastamat
Ter-Simonian jthe Head of the Department for Arts
at the Council of Feople’s Commissars) and Aghassi
Galoyan jthe Secretary of the Party Collegium of the
Supervisary Execurive Committee of the Communist
Party of Armenial.

%o the new Eovernmient of Armenia, Eu.i:l-:d |:|-:r the
Il::d.enhi]} af the Zakkraykom, b-:g:n to create a hcti-
ticus aeganization to satisfy cheir superiors. Acting eff-
ciently, they primarily used individuals who had already
been arrested, extracting from them testimony abawt the
members and activities of nonexistent groups. Simul-
tancously, in the middle of 1936, mass amess h:g_an
among variows social strata, principally targeting, gov-
ernment and political hpures and intellectwals. This

method af identifying “ememies” made it possible o

quickly “reveal” a *Trotskyite-naticnalist” group, whose

muenzbers were WL 5::p1.r|.i=|:|. Sahak Ter-Gaheielian far-
muer chairman of the Council af People’s Commissars),
Arsen Yesayan and Danoush Shahverdian ¢Chairmen of
the Relief Committer of Armienia, called HOE in Arme-
nian}, Aramayis Yerzinkian (former People’s Commis-
sar of Agriculture), and Artavazd Yephiazarian [Former

Teople’s Commissar of Education), among others. These

]h!D]:ll.E were selected For 2 reason. As committed commu-
nists, prominent seatesmen and parry leaders, they had

served as protectors of the national interests of Armenia

and the Armenian people. The palitical goals and means

of implementarion sdopred by Sqalinin the Savier Union

and Beria in the Transcawcasus were unaccepable to

them. Marwrally, they were the Arst to fall victim o the

poalitical terroe. [n the following months vieally all of
the party-state elite of the r:p-l.ll:!li.-: was r:pﬂmd. in par-
ticular, in various years, the secrecaries of the Commu-
mist Parry Gevark Alikhanian (farher of the prominent
haman rights defender Elena Bonner), Haikaz Kostan-
ian, Sarkis Lukashin (Srapicnian), the Chairmen of the

Council of P:n]:{-:'s Commissars and Central Executive

Committee Mn-lu:hrgh. Danielyan, Sarkiz Kassan, Scrg-u

Mareikiam, Feople’s Commissars Stepanian, Vahan Yer-
emian, Garegin Goamedin (Meik-Dadayan), and many
athers, almost all of whom were shot.

ey = o  ——

In this new |:||:|=u af :li:rrl.in.l.ling
their real ar imaginary political nl:lp-un:m::,:he aurhar-
ities began to consider any connections with the Arme-
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nian DiIEFD\.I'.t, iIr-ESPﬂTI:i'd‘E of farm and content, as a
p-uliil:irr.l.l Crimmee.

In Jume 1937 the People’s Commissar of Intermal
Affairs Mugdusi in a memo to the Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Commaunise Party of Armenia
Amamni writes about Ter-Gabrielian: “In 1931 5. M.
Ter-Gabrielian topether with Erzinkian, Yesayan, Ter-
Simomizn, and ochers established an ansi-Sovier, Arme-
nian nationalist-Trotskyive Center. The Center and the
core of leadership include 14 people, among them 10
former members of the Communist Party of Armenia”
According to Mupdusi, the anti-Soviet activities of the
Center were carried our as follows: “anti-Savier. nation-
alist work in foreign Armenian colonies: connections
with the i::P.iuli.rr.: and the I:-uurg.:nis F:nin of the Bam-
kawars and Dashnaks; i:n]h:l:l:ing funds |:|:|m1.|.5|1 them
Far Armenia in exchange for adopting policy positions
that were identical to those of these parries, the disori-
entation of Armenians warkers abroad, drowning out
their fight against a bocal national bourgeoisie, squash-
ing the strugple against the Dashnaks inside the counery,
snnppjug the ﬁg]u lg:irul: Ramkavar here and abroad,
d.ecla:ring them to be friends of the Armenian ]:r:n]:&".

Hewever. the case af Ter-Gabriclian took 2 com-
pletely unexpected turn for its instigacors Amamuni,
Mugdusi and their “god father™ Beria. Arrested in Mos-
caw and delivered to Armenia in Auguse 1937, during
his interrogation Ter-Gabriclian eicher jumped or was
thrown from the window of the second floor of the
MWEVD. Whether it was suicide or morder, in the ]ighl: af
subzequent events, it is important that the local govern-
mient decided mot 1o inform Maoscow abowt in. OF course,
Stalin soon learned about the incident and on Seprem.-
ber B sent a benter 1o Malenkow and A, Mikovan, With
his usual skill, Stalin plays on the absurd miscalculation
of the Armenian leaders: “Its hard o il'ru.gi.m: that Ter-
Cabrielian jumped cut of the window, it is totally incom.-
patible with his timid and pragmaric mind. Maost likely
he was thrown ouat o shist his mouth so that be coubd
nat expase the enemies of Soviet power. Oddly enough,
thee Armienian leadership has noc informed the Council
of People’s Commissars of the USSR, or the Communist
Party. Apparently, they wanted to hide this glaring fact
and maively assumed that it would be possible w hide
it”. And the mast important part — “The Central Com.-
mittee of the Communist Famy and Council of Peo-
pe’s Commissars cannat allow patrons of the enemics
of the Armeenian people to hide from the people the fil-
wre af the leadership and in order to hide these fibures
— to sell the murder of the enemy of the nasion as a “sui-
cide™. Such a clever irITEI.":II.'EI:I'I:iDﬂ of the incident made
the enemy of the people not only Ter-Gabrielian, but
the existing leaders of the republic, incloding those who

with such zeal previcusly carried out the repressions of
their party colleagues. The first two names were written
by Stalin himself, in a letzer annauncing thie arrezt of
the People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs Mougdowsi
and Chairman of the Council of Feople’s Commissars
Abraham Gouloyan. At a plenary Session of the Com-
maunist Party of Armenia thar included the participa-
tion of Mikoyan, Malenkov and Beria, a discussion of
Stalin’s better led to the expulsion from the party of the
Central Comminee secretaries Amamuni and ..'Llnul:ru-r.
as well as a number of party and povernmens officials
they immediately found themselves in the prison of the
NEVID — no one needed them any longer.

In Yerevan, the crials were held along scenarios devel-
-uElﬂl d.lun'ng the Moscow trials - the former leaders of
the Seviet Union were accused n-fcnll.:lmrll:ing with
the secret services af ﬁ:r:ign couniries, with the anly
difference being that in the Armenian version intelli-
gence services were replaced with thie political parties
Drashnakisuryun and Ramkavar Azazakan active in the
Armenian Diaspora. With this very purpose, the Peo-
ple's Commissariat of Internal Affairs invented che myth
thar the overseas center of the Dashnak-Ramkavar par-
ties suppasedly cooperated with the Trotskyite-nation-
alist center in Armenia. Mow, all thar was required was
ta exert the right testimany from the scoused. Under
tarcure, the defendants supplied maore and more “infar-
mation” abour the amti-Sovict activities of Armenian
Djlspm nrg:niza.l:irum. Oin Movember 13, 1937, ar a
regular meeting of the Bureaw of the Commaunisz Parey
af Armenia, a resolution was adopted 1o shut down the
Armenian branches of the HOK and the AGBL, which
led to the cessation of all contacts with the Armenian
Diaspora. By that time, the chairmen of HOK during
all previows years, including Grigor Vardanian, Shah-
verdian.. Yesayan, Aram Manouchariam, as well as an
AGRU representative in Armenia Haikaz K:mgh:usian
had already been arvested and shat.

Going After the Intellectuals

As s known, the victims of the 19303 represssons were

intellectuals as well as political figures. One of the worst
blows was dealt 1o Armenian literature and science:
wictims included poets and writers Y{Ehi.lh! Charemis,
Axel Bakounes, Zabel Yessayan, Vahan Torovents pro-
feszors Pophos Makinsian, Tigran Djrbashian, Heov-
hannes Hagopian, Tatevas Avdalbekian. In 1939 as a

result of the so-called “professors” case,” Karo Melik-
rhandjanian, Hovhannes Mavakatikian, Levon Rotin-
iam and Azhor Hovhannissian were semtenced to various

;i.:.il terms and ]‘:Fu Kalantarian was shot.



