Thomas de Waal

ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJAN

THROUGH PEACE AND WAR
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20 e FEBRUARY 1988: AN ARMENIAN REVOLT

Around 25 January 1988, the historian Arif Yunusov was going to work in
the Academy of Sciences in Baku when he saw more evidence of Azerbai-
janis having fled Kafan. Four red Icarus buses were standing outside the
government headquarters on the top of the hill: “They were in a terrible
state. On the whole it was women, children and old people. There were
few young people. Many of them had been beaten. They were shouting.”

The full story of these early refugee flows has not been told, largely
because the Azerbaijani authorities did their best to suppress informa-
tion about them.



