AN OPEN LETTERTO

INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION ON
ANTI-ARMENIAN POGROMS IN THE

SOVIET UNION*

An era which we all thought had ended,
the era of pogroms, has rsurfaced. Once again this
year, the Armenian communily of Azerbaijan has
been the wictim of alrocious and intolerable
premeditated massacres.

As scholars, writers, scientisis, political
leaders and artists we wish, first of all, 10 express
our profound indignation over such barbaric acis,
which we wanted 1o believe belonged 1o humanity's
Pl.lt..

We intend this statement as mone than an
alter-the-fact condemnation. We want 1o alert inter-
national public opinion to the conlinuing danger
that mcism represents o the future of humanity. It
forebodes ill that we are experiencing the same
powerlessness when faced with such Nagramt viola-
tions of human rights a half century after the geno-
cide of the Jewish people in Nazi conceniralion
camps and forty years after the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. I would be inexcus-
able if, because of our silence now, we contnbuted
1o the suffenng of new viclims.

The sitvation of Armenians in the
Caucasus is, in fact, 100 sernous for us 1o remain
silent. There arne onmenls whon we oust assunre e
moral obligation 1o assist a people in peril. Our
sense of obligation leads us ioday to appeal 1o the
intemational community and to public opinion.

More than twa years ago, aclive persecu-
lion against Armenians began in Azerbaijan. The
pogroms of Sumgait in February 1988 were followed
by massacres in Kirovabad and Baku in November
19BE. A« recently as January 1990, the pogroms
continued in Baku and other pans of Azerbaijan.
The mere fact that these pogroms were repeated and
the fact that they followed the same pattem lead us
to think that these tragic evenls are no accidents or
sponlancous oulbursis,

Rather, we are compelled 1o recognize
that the camecs against the Amenian minonily have
becume consislent practice--if not official policy--
in Soviel Azerbaijan. According 1o the late Andrei
Sakharov (New York Times, November 26,
1988), these pogroms consiilule “a real threat of
extermination” lo the indigenous Amicnian com-
munily in Azerbaijan and in the avlonomous region
of Mountainous Karabagh, whose mhahitants are
BO percent Anmwenian.

Horror has no limiis, especially when we
remeniber that the threal is against the Armenian
people who in 1915 paid dearly Tor their iight 10 be
dilferent in the Onoman Empire. There, Anmenians
lost hall their population o genocide, the worst
consequence of racism. Funhermore, il the recent

pogroms have rewived pnighimares of extenmination
nal yel overcome, the currenl iolal hlockade of

Armenia and Mountainous Karabhagh - imposed
since Augusl, 1989 - has created the prospect ol yel

another genocide. It is well knovwn that all supplies
imported into Mouontainous Karabagh and BES per-
cent of those into Armenia pass through
Azerbaijan: it would nol be an exaggeration 1o
maintain that such a blockade amounts o the siran-
gulation of Armenia. In a land devastated by the
earthquake ol December 7, 1988, the blockade has
paralyzed the economy and deall a monmal blow 1o
the reconstruction effors.

It is our sincere hope that perestroika
will succeed. But we also hope for the success of
glasnost and democratization. We recognize that
the passage from a totalitarian siale to a rule of law
cannol be achieved ovemight. It is nonetheless
necessary that in the process of transition, the
government of the Soviet Union promote. legalize
and institutionalize such critical forces for democ-
racy as human rights, the principle of toleration,
and democralic movements. There is no belter
defense and demonstration of democracy. Al any
rale, that is the only way 10 avoid the worst. [n the
case of a multinational state, the worst may mean
threals to the right of a people or a minority o
exist. It is during periods of transition and
uncertainty that  rights of peoples--today
Armenians, tomorrow another people or minority--
are threatened or denied. In this respect, the ease
with which we sec 1oday the development in the
USSR of racist movements, especially the anti-
Semitic movement known as Pamyal, is for us cause
for grave concom.

In the name of our duty of vigilance, we
demand that Soviel authontics as well as the inier-
national community condemn unequivocally these
anti-Armenian pogroms and that they denounce
especially the racist ideology which has been wed
by the perpetralors of these crimes as justification.

We ask from the Soviet auihorities and
the international community that all necessary
measurcs be taken immediately 1o ensure the proiec-
on and security of Amienians in the Caucasus and
other paris of the Soviel Union. This can begin by
bringing about a definitive liNing of the
Azerbaijani blockade. It should be clear that the
forceful deponation of Afmenians is not the solu-
tion 1o the problem of Mountainous Karabagh
which. in esience, is a problem of human nghis,

The intemational communily ol siaies
under the rule of law must prove the authenticity of
its commitment 10 human nghts in order 1o ensure
that, due to indifference and silence bordering on
complicity, another genocide does nol occur.
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