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CHAPTER 7/

RIVER NAMES

SVANTE STRANDBERG

7.1 THE CHARACTER AND IMPORTANCE
OF R1vER NAMES

RIVER names constitute an important body of linguistic and historical material, owing
to their considerable age, wide linguistic range, and role in society.

Names of rivers provide the most important evidence of an early
linguistic European community. They can bear witness to human thought, activities,
and conditions in very remote ages, and naturally to early stages of language develop-
ment (lexicon, phonology, morphology, and semantics).



