0472016 72

L inquistico
Brunhensia

MASARYKOVA UNIVERZITA * UNIVERSITAS MASARYKIANA



Véaclav Blazek
HYDRONYMIA RGVEDICA

Dedicated to memory of Hermann Berger (Oct 17, 1926 - Jan 31, 2005)
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It is generally accepted that hydronyms represent the most archaic attainable language stratum in

any language with adequate documentation. It is precisely river-names that have been preserved
from the older layers of languages more frequently than other proper names or borrowed appella-
tives. This indicates that river names offer a unique witness to a language’s prehistory, preceding
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