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IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE NAME
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Generally. place-names ante-dating names of human settlements are those
denoting water-courses or mountains and hills. and especially names of burns
and rivers. These may throw much light on the problems of linguistic prehistory
and so of prehistory in general. The oldest of them are like fossils preserved in
later surrounding linguistic media, and it is not too bold to say that the oldest
Scottish river-names give us information about the language or languages spoken
on the banks of the water-courses they denote, more than 1000 years B.C.

T e e i S e W — - ——
———— W e BB e B e e wm Sm———— ——
W e —— —— 0 — e — A W A——
B Dl B s B e B S e B el e
P S a—— W — - W~ -~ -
L et W e | g — ——— -
s ——— —— " —— ——— " p— —— -
e o — —— T — A — — -
—— - —— . g— — N — . - —
e e ey W — W g — Oy G
W — T — - — W ———— o O —
N — . — . w—  — g —~— . ——
W — L —— - ——— . ——
—

gy — —— T l— - C— o QO —
T W S - — —— A — ——
—— e o — T a—
L — W — Tm—— W W S—— —

e - — - o S ——
- — —— —— T w— A —
St — L — R w— N A w—
W R e — L — — - — -
g C—— o — iy w—— . G ey

==



